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decorations, and other objects inside the
clubhouse. Among our favorites are the
bulletin board with dozens of
photographs of various gatherings and a
primitive chalkboard with an ongoing
tally of the number of mice caught.

The Gooley Historical Society is made up
primarily of current and former Gooley

Club members and is dedicated to the
preservation and interpretation of the
Mouth of the Indian River Farm. The
society would interpr
as a subsistence farm, boardinghouse for
oOsports, 6 and a part
since 1946. It would be responsible for

all aspects of the management of the site,
including the restoration and

rgain elrjla%n%eroft e hisEoric buil?ipgg,b
security, develop nt of &xhibits,

staffing, and other duties and expenses.

turned clubhouse at th

Far mhouse

The Case for the Preservation of the Gooley Club The logal mechanism for doing thi y
e legal mechanism for doing this wou

By Steven Engelhart be a Volunteer Stewardship Agreement

(VSA) between the society and DEC.

Such agreements are in place throughout

ST . the Adirondacks. For instance, AARCH

manage this historic site in partnership has helped manage Camp Santanoni in

The discussions about the classification ofith the New York State Department of - \a\ycomp since 2000 through such an

some of the former FinciPruyn and Environmental Conservation (DEC), but 5q-eement. Aimost all of the firwer

Company lands have largely centered onf'rSt the I_a_nd ground the buildings h"”:ld to preservation efforts in the region have

how much of this land should be be classified in a way thatmakes this e o n gone by ofriends

classified as Wilderness or Wild Forest POSSiPle. the Azure Mountain Friends and the
and recently the Adirondack Park Agencythe Mouth of the Indian River Farm site

A variation of this article appeared in the 5 fledgling organizatiénthe Gooley

Adirondack Explorei(September/October yistorical Societi has offered to help
2013) and is reprinted with permission.

approved a final land classification plan Continued on page 8

for these properties. Mostly overlooked
in this debate was the fate of a small
cluster of buildings at the former Outer
Gooley Club, sometimes called the
Mouth of the Indian River Farm, in

Minerva near the hamlet of Indian Lake.

The preservation and public use of this
site, which was determined eligible for
the National Register of Historic Places
in 2002, presents a wonderful
opportunity to save a historic property,
interpret the cultural importance of
hunting and fishing clubs in the region,
and make a portion of this new
acquisition more publicly accessible.

embodies several important stories and
themes in local and regional history. In
the middle of the 19tkcentury it was a
subsistence farm. In the latter part of the
century it was a boardinghouse run by
Mike and Olive Gooley that catered to
sportsmen and river drivers, and for
much of the 20thcentury it was part of
the Gooley Club, a large and active
huntingandfishing club. Historic features
of the site include a 1928 farmhouse/
clubhouse, a lataineteenthcentury
woodshed, and an open storage shed
from the 1930s. And all this sits in a
marvelous clearing near the confluence
of the Indian and Hudson rivers. Of
particular interest are the furnishings,
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ABOUT ADIRONDACK
ARCHITECTURALHERITAGE

Adirondack Architectural Heritage is the
nonprofit, historic preservation
organization for the Adirondack Park with
an educational mission to promote better

public understanding, appreciation, and
stewardship of the
and communities. We fulfill the mission b
sponsoring tours and workshops, giving
public slide presentations, offering
technical assistance, and supporting loc
governments, organizations, and
individuals in their preservation efforts.

AARCH is a membership organization
with 1200 members. Members receive g
biannual newsletter, discounts on AARCH
sponsored events and publications, ang
are invited to attend our annual meeting

Dear Friends and Members,

Once again thanks for your generous support and continued interest in AARCH.

We hope we continue to serve you well as AARCH pursues its mission to

promote better public understanding, appreciation, and stewardship of the
Adirondackds architectur al heritage, h
through education, advocacy, technical assistance and direct action.

AARCH has accomplished much over the years. But as we approach the beginning
of our 25th year in 2015 we have been
and how we could do more. We want to expand our advocacy and education
regarding the Adirondack®&s unique
communities by using their historic buildings.

arch

This will be a challenge. Over the past year the board and staff have developed
specific goals and strategies that will have to be developed and implemented to see
the vision turned into reality. The goals include expanding the number and type of
educational programs (including tours, workshops, conferences, lectures, school
programs, etc.) so that they reach new audiences and extend throughout the year.

AARCH also wants to more strongly advocate for the preservation and protection
of endangered historic properties such as the Gooley Club. Another goal is to
institutionalize Santanoni as a state historic site with a dedicated staff and budget.
Of course AARCH will continue to provide technical assistance to homeowners,
businesses, municipalities, and nonprofit organizations while improving our
easement program. Seeing the Stone Mill preserved and developed is another key
aspiration.

Communicating with you and others in new and improved ways is also high on our
list. In the future we hope to have ambassadors throughout the region to enhance
AARCHG6s connection to the | ocal commun
the membership such that more people better understand the distinctiveness of
Adirondack architecture and how it meaningfully contributes to the region.
Additionally we will continue to cultivate publications about Adirondack

architecture and preservation and will publish a new book in 2016.

With these expanded services in mind we are excited that AARCH will be adding
a new staff person starting this summer. But as with any nonprofit organization
maintaining a solid financial position is essential. Assuring that we do so as our
services widen over the next few years will be key.

In summary AARCH believes as it approaches a major anniversary it will continue
to serve you and the region with a meaningful and significant mission regarding the

Adirondackd6s uniqgue architectur al her.i
re OnﬁsAno?brﬁsEoittt ecture
AARCH Board President
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AARCH Office Manager, Bonnie DeGolyer Announces Retirement After 17 Years

Bonnie DeGolyer will retire at the end of May after nearly 17 years as, first, our Administrative Assistant and, moreyrasentl

our Office Manager. She has been instrumental in helping AARCH grow from the days when we operated out of a room in Steven
Engel harté6s house, had only a few hundred members and | i mi
respected all over the region, have our own home, and have a membership of more than 1200 people. Bonnie has a remarkable s
of talents. She handles our financial recordkeeping and reporting; manages our interactions with and recordkeeping for our
membership; is responsible for the reservations and communication with people attending our events and outings; andeshe handl|
a wide variety of other administrative matters. All this she does with incredible professionalism, grace, and humor.iktgislaav

huge loss to the organization, but we wish her well in all that lies ahead for her.

Thank you Bonnie for the wonderful work youdve done for A/
generosity, kindness, and enthusiasm has infected us and e
As hard as Bonnieds | eaving wildl be for AARCH, we are extr

fortunate that Virginia Siskavitho s | ey has agreed
position when she retires. Virginia has been working {tiane at
AARCH for the past twenty months as our Archival Specialist and in
that capacity has done amazing things with our resource center and &
helping to advance lots of other projects and programs here. Virginia
a dual Bachelords degree (Engli
and a Masterds degree in Librart
and has fifteen years of experience in retail management and custong
service work. We look forward to having Virginia as a ftilne member
of the AARCH team.

@r Friends,

I would like to take this time to thank AARCH for the opportunity ol.
working with Steven, Susan, Virginia and the many board member
over the past 1éplus years. It has been a pleasure working at AAR
and | consider you part of my family as well as the many members
have had the pleasure of interacting with over the years. | will truly
miss each and every one of you.

I have had many memorable experiences, whether it was touring ¢
on Upper Saint Regis by war canoe or going underground in a missile
silo in Lewis. | consider myself very fortunate to have traveled around the beautiful Adirondack Park, visiting many great
historic and unique sites, made possible through my association with this fine organization. | hope to continue my
relationship with AARCH by attending some tours and events.

I am looking forward to spending more time with my husband, children and four grandchildren in my retirement. | plan @n
doing more traveling, hiking, canoeing, snowshoeing, skiing, reading, and maybe look into my creative side and try my|hand at
pottery. I 8dm sure my family and friends wild/l keep me |busy

I wish AARCH much growth, prosperity and continued success.

Sincerely,

@nie DeGolyer /




oUncle Artodé desirgned
Writing the Adirondacks scaled amusement park in his Upper Jay
back yard, the Land of Makebelieve.
By Lee Manchester Repeated floods on the Ausable forced
} i i him to close the park in 1979 after 25
With the deep winter encouraging many g 5 National Historic Register district.  years of operation, but many of the
AARCH members to cultivate closer Several board members expressed their buildings continued to stand amidst the
relationships with their fireplaces, we  concern that a historic district would tall grass behind Art
thought it a good time to ask Lee keep people from doing what they afterwards, including the Makebelieve
Manchester, formerly of tiake Placid wanted with their own houses, but none castle. Following his death, the Friends of
News, to reminisce about a few of his o them had much idea of what National Arto Monaco was formed to restore the
favorite Adirondack history and historic Re gj st er desi gnati @miamd edhihsetmer ipar k 6 s
preservation stories. His commentsare ¢ o yr i smé coul d do tbaildirgg. Irosicaly takatastrophic tbod,

combined with excerpts from the original , pjicize their closénit community. driven by Hurricane Irene, utterly
LPN articles. Youd6l!l find these compl ete

stories, and more, on our website. Look And t hat ds where A}/
under OArchi ves6é f directdr BtevendEhgelleart dhd Bsselx e s
ar t i c lkheech.drg/drchive&leeman. County planner Bill Johnston (who was
Stories included here are designatedbyam| s o t he chair man ¢

asterisk online. directors) stepped in.
Adirondack Mill Town Looks at 0ln 1925 a huge fi
Historic Preservation AuSable Forks commercial

district....Because the downtown was

| dondt know if thi $niMadestrB)¥daddedblil, thel ' S
hlstorlc—preservatlon Story, but it was present Main Street is a cohesive

certainly the story that really ignited my example of a 1920s commercial

interest in the subject and establishedmy | g ck architect ur e

respect for AARCH and its staff. Ann Cousins and Steven Engelhart,

lté6s a story about &hﬁaUH‘%ﬁ"FthoSW"cﬁX_oﬁ arily

ordinary Adirondack community, AuSabl eds hrs toriq

AuSable Forks. Some know AuSable several repommendatu_nns for future

Forks only as a dead mill town, the preservation research in the

former home of the J. and J. Rogers iron € © Mmu n-Méargh 2% 2002

works and paper mill. A few people, Arto Monaco: Mister Makebelieve

however, walk through the of the Adirondacks Arto Monaco in his w

unincorporated village and see it as a

living museum depicting the history of  In the autumn of 2003, I had the privilegeq e st r oy ed what remai n

industry, architecture and community in  of getting to know Arto Monaco, the dream in 2011.

the Adirondacks. l egendary toy and childrends theme park
. designer, and writing about his life and  Another creation of Arto Monaco,

At a town board meeting in March 2002, career in this twepart story. Less than a however, still stands strong along the

local historian Sharron Hewston week after he celebrated his 90th Whiteface Memorial Highway in

suggested that the town look into the  irthday, later that fall, Arto died and Wi | mi ngt on: Santads W
possibility of having AuSable designated this is how we remember him.

00Ot her than the sket

i OFrom start to fi niwatéroloreArte Mopachhathg f i t s.
When Arto Monaco dropped out of created, there were no blueprints, no
high school in the early 1930s, he designs of any sort for the buildings
could not possibly have imagined of Santads Workshop.
what lay in store for him: the simply went up to the site, looked
patronage of Rockwell Kent, work as around, and started walking off the
an artist at several Hollywood dimensions....The story is, there was
studios, the Ar my d severa bluegrint fooohe oftleesei t
during World War 11, his own toy buildings. They were
7. factory, and a lasting legacy as the this would make a go
‘ most prominent themepark designer Artods drawing of wh
A'At SD‘E‘?O detail on Hglyl yywpoedafh&adttdaéRs l®ook |ike. Go ahead
u a e

Forks, duri n@uobet§andicR 5009 N - - July 14, 2006


http://aarch.org/archives/leeman.html

The Reiss family opened the attraction irArchitectural & Historic Surwaich Newcomb town supervisor and former
1949; today Sant adcomMirkesd oMad ket hir & @ppenWarks eesident Georgei Carton.
under new ownership, and two young 1990 study by architectural historian ~ was the beginning of a long, long journey

filmmakers are busy at work on a featureJanet Null and my own research, for me, and a lot of research.
length documentary about the place. | reconciling their work and bringing it up
wrote a 2006Lake Placid Newtory, to date. We usedViain Street, Lake Placid the course of that research, |

OSantads Histori anasthétou duidabaok a fdweyears ago féfncovered gonof historic

partnership between Bob Reiss and the an AARCH main street tour. documentation, more than | would ever
Wilmington Historical Society to have thought could exist about a small,

preserve the park® sO Wh &n o¥% QU t hi nk o lbackiwvaodstranmining setilementum n g s
in Lake Placid, several structures summer resort colony. It was long, hard

Historic Main Street: A Walking probably | eap t o warkndihging feevevyireferemze, every 6 s
Tour Lake Placid Club complex, not just a documentary source ever mentioned by
. , landscaped hillside; the JohnBrown anyone writing about t
Naturally, as a writer for thd-ake Placid 3 in the North Elba settlement, Vi | | a g e-certuryaravel tigtersh
News a lot of my time was spent focusing goyth of town; the 1932 Olympic dubbed the place. | ended up gathering
on the storyfi and the histonfi of the  Arena, on Main Street. and annotating those documentary
Ol ympic Village itself. Thatos how Igfchdinolthree volumes that, to tell
got to know longtime town historian Pl acidds Main Str )‘?oﬁthe trutH, SilIBNY &F Emazelmer 1 ¢ he

Mary MacKenzi e. Th aibldcal arehitestaral listory thanaydut “e r
her death in 2003, | became her literary  probably imagine. In some cases the These are just a few of my favorite
executor. With the support and buildings tell their own tales, justas AARCH stories. There were many other
cooperation of Mar ythey stand Imbtheycasas) bwetven, esubjeatktieat captured my attention: the
Placid Public Library, | workedmyway you have to know anaang abslitionist dadrieridohn Brevin d e
through her voluminous files, compiling Mai n Str eet 6s b ui andthenngnsende dolksshpve writteni at e
the comprehensive history of Lake Placid t hei r sAprd9, 2084s . 6 about him; the Santanoni preserve, with
and the town of North Elba that Mary _ ) its Japanesmspired, rustic lakeside
had been building her whole life but had Things are constantly changing on Lake 5qqge, preserved for posterity by
Placi dos MARCH, i tolrfofNewcomb and the
streetscapdi but  pEc: the many surviving ofrleom
its history is forever. gchoolhouses of Essex County; and the
Adirondac Ghost many stro~n9, rich communities of New
Yorkds North Country.
about these subjects, and many others, in
the AARCH online archives. Enjoy!
0These are the
Adirondacksi

Town Awaits its
Future

not the Yucatan, Want more?

not the Colorado

Rockies, not the Youdl | find an array
California High books edited by Lee Manchédsténcluding

Sierra. So whatis  two collections of his own stories written for

this 19th-century theLake Placid New8 highlighted on the

ghost town doing ~ Wagner College website, which he manages

here, lining the as the collegeds medi a
Lake Placid High Schpavedroadtothe faculty.wagner.edufieanchester/

original Mount

never made time to put together herself. Marcy trailhead? And what is this ~ Virtually everything found on the Wagner
huge, stone pyramid doing here website can also be downloaded, free, from

The Mary MacKenzie Project produced a rising from the forest bed near the the Clintolgsse¥ r ankl i n Lt brar
total of five books, thel most significa_mt source of the Hudson River like a book service. Scroll to the bottom of this
and best known of which waBhe Plains of \, o yan templ e?6 Web pagevww.cefls.org/ebooks .fina

Abraham: A History of North Elba & Lake _ August 29, 2003 complete listing.
Placidiar yds magnum opus,; plile?ished i n )
2007. Thatés the way my Aldmagesgoyriesyqf Leg Manghgsterg p o y ¢

. the Upper Works began, in August 2003.
Another Mary MacKenzie book | put — |\ya5'on an AARCH tour led by one of

together wasMain Street, Lake Placid: Ap |, o organizationdés oldest partners,


http://faculty.wagner.edu/lee-manchester/
http://www.cefls.org/ebooks.htm

